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EDUCATOR'S LETTER

Dear Educators,
Welcome to SteppingStone Theatre's production of Annie Jr.,
the story of the resilient 11-year old orphan girl with a big
heart and bigger dreams. All the classic songs you know
and love will be shared in this shorter version of the 1930’s
Great Depression Era story.
Join Annie as she seeks out the parents who left her with a
locket, and a promise of return, on the doorstep of the
mean-spirited and manipulative Miss Hannigan, proprietor
of a Lower East Side orphanage where she uses her charges
as free labor.
During the holiday season, wealthy businessman Oliver
Warbucks decides to clean up his image in the media by
bringing an orphan home for the holidays. Annie enters
both his home and heart, and they learn that family and
home is what you make it.

Big Ideas
Curriculum Connection: Social Studies (The Great
Depression and The New Deal), The Arts (Drama, Dance,
Music), and Equity & Inclusion
Social-Emotional: Honesty, Fairness, Responsibility,
Perseverance, and Belonging
Themes: Resilience, optimism in the face of adversity, the
value of family

Enjoy the show!
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Here are a few things to know
Where is SteppingStone? 55 Victoria St. North, Saint Paul,
MN 55104, two blocks north of Summit Ave at Holly (just
north of Mitchell Hamline College of Law).
When should we arrive? 30-minutes before show time.
Where do we park? Bus drivers may park and stay with
their bus along Concordia. Busses may not park in front of
the building, block the alley, or park along Portland headed
westbound, as this is a fire lane. Paid parking for cars/vans is
available at the Victoria Crossing Ramp (corner of Victoria
and Grand Ave.). There are two accessible spaces at the
north entrance of the theatre. Unmetered parking is
available along the streets surrounding the theatre. Please
respect posted parking restrictions.

GETTING READY TO VISIT

Welcome to
SteppingStone!

Seating for people with access needs: Please call the box
office at (651) 225-9265 with accessibility requirements.
Knowledge of your needs will enable us to better serve you.
SteppingStone Policies
• Photos and recording are not permitted during the show.
• Food, drink, and gum are not permitted in the theatre.
• Should a student have any issue, please escort them out of
the theater space and a Box Office Staff member can assist.
How should we prepare students to be a good audience?
Students are active participants in live theatre! Attention,
applause and laughter (both appropriate and inappropriate)
are all heard by the young actors on stage and affects the
performance in good or bad ways. The best way to show
that you’re enjoying the show is to listen attentively, laugh
when something is funny and clap loudly following a scene
or song you enjoyed!

2

© 2019 SteppingStone Theatre for Youth. All Rights Reserved.

3

CONVERSATION STARTERS

Conversation Starters
On the way there
There are many different types of families: the families
we are born into, the families we find, and the families
we make. How do you define “family”? Who are the
people you value in your life? Who do you consider to
be part of your family?
Do you consider yourself an optimistic person? Why or
why not? When is it easy to be optimistic? When is it hard?
Annie Jr. is set in 1933. Who was the president in 1933?
What events were happening in 1933?

On the ride home
Annie’s locket is her most prized possession. Do you
have a favorite thing that has deep meaning to you?
Who did you receive this special possession from?
What does it represent?
Power and money come up a lot throughout Annie Jr.
How does money influence the decisions of Daddy
Warbucks? Of President Roosevelt? Of Miss Hannigan?
Do you recall a time that you had a challenge and you
needed to remain positive? What did you do to keep
your spirits up? Did you receive help from family
and/or friends?
Take a minute to research these terms: The Great
Depression, Wall Street in the 1930’s, Hoovervilles.
How is our country different than in 1930? What things
are still the same? What was learned during the Great
Depression that we do differently as a country now?
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Here are some words and places that you might not be
familiar with from Annie Jr.!

Astor Place a two-block street in lower Manhattan
Attach Case a thin suitcase used for carrying documents
Beau Brummelly references an English fashion icon
from the early 19th century
Bidden made to do something in a friendly manner
Chrysler Building an iconic steel skyscraper in
Manhattan that was once the world’s tallest building
Cowed intimidated into doing or saying something
Dictation saying words out loud to be written or typed
The Gershwins two brothers who were an extremely
popular songwriting team in the 1920s and ‘30s.
Hansom a two-wheeled horse-drawn carriage that
allows for two passenger and a driver seated behind
Hoovervilles crudely built camps for the poor and
homeless during the Great Depression
Kaufman and Hart two American playwrights who
collaborated from 1930 to 1940
Liveried wearing a servant’s uniform
Municipal related to a city or its local government
On the skids in a bad state; failing
Prohibition forbidding a certain item, action or
procedure by law
The Roxy a large, popular New York City movie theater
built in 1927 in Times Square
Rumpelmayer’s a cafe near New York City’s Central
Park that was popular for its ice cream
Saville Row a street in London, England known for its
clothing and tailoring shops
Settee a long upholstered seat (similar to a couch)
St. Mark’s Place a street in Manhattan
Tenement a low-rent apartment building
Tiffany’s a well-established jewelry store on Fifth
Avenue in Manhattan
Yen a strong desire; a yearning
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VOCABULARY

Vocabulary
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ACTIVITIES

Storytelling with Sound:
Make Your Own Radio Drama!
Annie and her friends love to listen to radio programs like Bert Healy
and the Boylan Sisters. Radio was a very popular form of media in the
1930s and how people got their news and entertainment. Without any
visuals to see on screens, people relied solely on the auditory
experience of radio. Radio drama used sound effects, vocal dialogue
and music to convey characters and tell stories to the listener.

Length: 20 minutes
Suggested for 2nd grade and up
Materials: Paper plate, washable paint in red,
yellow, blue, paint brush, paper

1. Scout your instruments! Ask students to collect items
from home or even around the room that has the potential
to make interesting sounds (i.e. books, tin foil, bells, water in
a bottle, etc.). Encourage students to think outside the box
about ways to use objects to convey different sounds. Can
you make different sounds with the same object if you use
something to tap on it?
2. Craft your story. Mysteries make great radio dramas.
Brainstorm an unsolvable problem or mysterious event to
base your story on. Who are the characters? Where are the
places your story takes place? Write a basic outline on a big
piece of paper.
3. Rehearse and Experiment with Sound. What are
interesting character traits or dramatic actions that might
elicit specific sounds? Think about characters entering new
spaces (footsteps, a door creaking) or building dramatic
tension in scenes with sound (heartbeat, increasing the
tempo of a beat).
4. Record your Radio Drama (optional)- If you have the
ability on your phone, record your radio drama to share with
family and friends. OR perform your radio drama live for an
audience. It could be fun to run your performance twice and
invite the audience to close their eyes for the first runthrough then open them for the second.
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Length: 30 minutes to start
Recommended for 4th grade and up
Materials: 3 pieces of big paper to write on, writing utensil

Gather students in a circle seated in chairs with
everyone facing into the center. Tell students that we
are all important members of our community. What is a
community? Remind them that they have the power to
share ideas about making changes in their communities.
Facilitate a discussion about the challenges in our
communities. Emphasize that one person’s challenge
may be different or invisible to another person. Ask your
students what problems they see in our
classroom/school/neighborhood community”?
Make a list of issues that students mention. Use the
initial brainstorm as a time where every student gets a
chance to speak and there are no “wrong” ideas.
Encourage quieter voices in the room by asking students
to turn to the person next to them and reflect as a pair.
Analyze the issue. Create a web with the issue in the
center. Who is involved in this issue? What is in the way?
What resources might be needed to make a changepeople, money, time?
Take Action! Now comes the fun part- what could WE do
to make a change around this issue? Keep a running list of
student ideas to return to later. If possible, identify the
first action step and number others that are further down
the line.
2 Campaign for Change! Return weekly to Action Steps.
Use their energy to inspire momentum around the issue!
Assign students to research the issue or bring a speaker
or stakeholder into your classroom.
Use Creative Drama to explore the issues, working in
small groups to create mini scenes or frozen statues that
express the different sides of your issue. Draw posters of
action to keep students inspired by each other's ideas!
Document your campaign. Reach out to school leadership
to bring change into action!
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ACTIVITIES

Call to Action Campaign:
Community Civic Engagement
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ACTIVITIES

Drawing Grit: Graphic
Novels of Resiliency
Annie is a kid who never gives up hope. She is determined to
see the positive side of any situation and works tirelessly so
that her friends have the best life circumstances possible.
Length: 20 minutes
Recommended for 3rd grade up
Materials: big white paper, ruler, pencil with eraser

Did you know Annie was originally a comic strip drawn by
Harold Gray in 1924 and was in newspapers all over North
America?

'Annie' Comic Strip

The comic was all about Annie’s adventures with her dog
Sandy and adoptive father. It explored social and political
issues in America, including the Great Depression, the
New Deal, and Communism.

8

Never heard of these? Check out this awesome resource:
sheg.stanford.edu/history-lessons. It explores US and Global
history using a historical inquiry lens called “Reading Like a
Historian." They have units on historical events from the
1930’s that are referenced in the play.
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Do you know a word for someone who refuses to give up?
Some call it resilience, flexibility, grit or strength.
How do you describe someone who never gives up?
What was a time in your life when you had strength in the
face of a challenge?

ACTIVITIES

Drawing Grit (cont'd)

GET OUT YOUR PENCIL
It's time to create your own graphic novel! Start by using your
ruler and pencil and drawing a line straight down and across
the middle so paper is divided into 4 sections like this:

Then draw a line to divide sections in half again until you
have 16 boxes like this:

BRAINSTORM YOUR GRAPHIC NOVEL
On a separate piece of paper:
Who is the protagonist or main character?
Is it you or a fictional character of your imagination?
What is the problem your character will overcome?
Think about the beginning, middle and end of this story.
SKETCH
Draw your story onto your your graphic novel sheet
Run out of room on the page? ADD MORE PAGES!
Add pops of color with markers or colored pencils once
you have drawn your graphic novel in pencil.
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We hope this guide
provides opportunities for inquiry and conversation with the
young people you bring to the theatre. Use the content to
provide connections between the play and your curricula. It is
our hope that you will use the experience of attending the
theater and seeing Annie, Jr. with your students as a teaching
tool. Please feel free to adapt or extend discussion topics and
activity suggestions.

Production Synopsis
It's a cold night in a 1933 New York City orphanage. Annie reads the
note that her parents left with her and decides to run away and
search for them. She's discovered by Miss Hannigan, the evil
orphanage director, but the next morning Annie makes her escape.
On the streets of New York, Annie meets a dog who she names
Sandy, before a police officer brings her back to the orphanage.
Grace arrives to invite an orphan to spend Christmas at Billiionare
Oliver Warbucks' mansion and she chooses Annie.
At the mansion, Mr. Warbucks is unsure of how to interact the child.
Yet, he feels a deep connection to Annie’s spunk and personality.
He takes the night off to show Annie his New York.
Warbucks tells Annie that he wants to adopt her. She reveals her
dream of finding her parents and the secret of her half-locket.
Warbucks is sad, but orders an exhaustive search and offers
$50,000 to anyone who can prove they are her parents. Miss
Hannigan, her brother, Rooster, and his girlfriend, Lily, plot to claim
the reward.
After interviewing hundreds of imposters, Warbucks declares his
intention to adopt Annie, and she accepts. Then, Rooster and Lily,
disguised as Annie’s parents, appear with the other half of Annie’s
locket and her birth certificate.
News arrives that Rooster and Lily are imposters and Annie’s real
parents died many years ago. Miss Hannigan must have provided
the locket and birth certificate! She, Rooster, and Lily are hauled off
to jail. Annie then accepts Warbucks' offer to be adopted. Annie,
Sandy, and Daddy Warbucks start their life together as a family.

